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NATURE IS NOT GOVERNED EXCEPT 
BY OBEYING HER 

Frances Bacon 1623  



Southern Vegetation Evolved in a Fire 
Climate  



Many Southern Species Developed Fire 
Adaptations Such as the Ability to Sprout  

Longleaf pine Bald cypress 



Hardwood Sprouts  



Pitcher Plants Need Fire to Thrive  



Longleaf  Candling  

Note fire killed loblolly pine  



MOST SOUTHERN ECOSYSTEMS ARE 
MAINTAINED BY FIRE  



HISTORY OF FIRE  

Native Americans  Lightning  



1880 US Census : Dark Brown Color Depicts 
Woodlots Within Forested Settlement Areas 

Where More Than 10% of Area Burned Annually  

Source: The Forest History Society 





Refuse To Manage The Domestic Fire And 
The Feral Fire Will Come In Its Own Time 

Wiping Out Everything In Its Path  

Stephen Pyne 1982 



Obsessive fire control has become itself a 
disordering process, and in much of the world it is 

the control of fire that is out of control  
       Stephen Pyne 2010  

 



The First Thing You Do When You Find 
Yourself In A Hole Is To Stop Digging.  

                                                    Abraham Lincoln  



No Matter How Strong the Evidence, Some 
People Refuse to Accept the Seriousness of the 

Situation  



WE EITHER USE FIRE OR WE DONôT  

THERE IS NO MIDDLE 
GROUND 



You can no more get to where you donôt 
know where youôre going than you got to 
where you think you are from where you 

donôt know where youôve been  
               John Bethea  



Fire behavior 

Free Running Wildfire of Yesteryear  

Á Small understory stems mean frequent fire  





Fire Exclusion Results In Heavy Fuel 
Buildup That Nature Will Eventually Reduce  

Structural fire engine  



U.S.-Wide:  5,203 Structures 
Destroyed by Wildland Fire in 2007  

Blue Ribbon Panel Report: 
www.iccsafe.org/gr/WUIC/Documents/Bl

ueRibbonReport -Hi.pdf  



Insurance Claims for Structure Loss From 
Wildland Fires in The WUI Averaged  

800 Million Per Year 1990 -2000   

Blue Ribbon Panel Report: www.iccsafe.org/gr/WUIC/Documents/BlueRibbonReport-Hi.pdf 



 SMOKE MANAGEMENT IS A MUST  

The Woods Will  Burn  

We must continually show the public they are 
safer with the use of intentional fire than they 
are when nature strikes the match.  

All  other Rx fire benefits are secondary  



  THE POTENTIAL FOR SMOKE TO 

 NEGATIVELY IMPACT PUBLIC HEALTH &
 SAFETY IS REAL  



MOST RX FIRE PROBLEMS ARE SMOKE 
RELATED 



  If we are willing to use relatively simple guidelines 

that have already been developed & continue to 
search for better ones, we can demonstrate to 
regulatory agencies and the public that we have the 
expertise to safely & skillfully use Rx fire to meet 
our objectives & minimize adverse impacts on 
public heath & safety that they would otherwise  be 
subjected to with wildfires  



 The Three Underlying Principles of Smoke 
Management  

1. Common Sense  
2. Integrity  
3. CYA  


