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Fire in the Conservancy 

• Burning since 1961 

• Fire Program Staff added 
in 1986 

• Fire-Qualified Field Staff 

– 40 Fire Managers 

– 100 Burn Bosses 

• ~100,000 acres Rx/year 

 



FY 2013 TNC Fire Numbers 

608 controlled burns 

94,484 burn acres 

150,857 acres burn assists 

34 US states + Africa 

 

Credits- Data: B. Heumann and H. Montanye, Oct. 2013 
Photos: 2013 of M Anderson in Africa by Heumann; 
2010 Controlled burn in West Texas by Heumann. 

Smoldering elephant dung, 
Kafue NP Zambia, Africa 





FY 2013 TNC burn assists 

150,857 burn acres 

 

92,165 acres federal 

50,274 acres state 

8,418 acres private 



TNC Fire Numbers 
94,484 burn acres 
-10% from FY2012 
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Conserving biodiversity 

will largely be the 

result of decisions and 

actions taken by our 

partners. 



Piney  Grove/ Big Woods  
Ecological Management 

Cary Bass 



RCW DISTRIBUTION 
(current and historical) 
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Red-Cockaded Woodpecker Recovery in Virginia

TNC acquires 

Piney Grove Preserve
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Piney  Grove/ Big Woods  
Ecological Management 

Cary Bass 



Timber Management 

Target habitat:  Pine savanna 
•  open canopy;  
•  grass/herb-dominated groundcover 
•  fire maintained 
 
RCW Foraging habitat 
•  > 25 yr. old trees 
•  30-80 sq. ft basal area/acre 
•  100-200 acres/cluster 
 

RCW Nesting habitat 
•  > 60 yr. old trees 
•  40-60 sq. ft. basal area/acre 
•  10 acres 
•  0.25 mi. from adjacent cluster sites 
•  connectivity to quality foraging habitat 
 



Timber Management 

Long-term goals 
•  increase within-stand age class diversity 
•  longleaf pine establishment  

Longleaf pine 



RCW Management 

cavity management 

translocations 

Monitoring - CCB 

• 74 artificial cavities installed  
• total of 160 cavities since 1999 (sometimes 
multiples in one tree)  
• currently 55 viable cavities, plus approx 5-8 
starts. 
• 26 juvenile birds translocated (2001-2005); 
several established as breeders 
 



© Mark Godfrey 

Fire Management 

DOF image 
PGP Unit 45 - 2002 

PGP Unit 45 - 2007 



Bobby Clontz 

Mark Godfrey 



post-thinning 

fire-excluded mixed pine/hardwood 



TNC Prescribed Fire Update 
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TNC Prescribed Fire Update 
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Cary Bass 

Prairie warbler 

Quail 

Brown-headed nuthatch 

http://www.pbase.com/birdlady/brownheaded_nuthatch


0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

1
9

7
7

1
9

7
8

1
9

7
9

1
9

8
0

1
9

8
1

1
9

8
2

1
9

8
3

1
9

8
4

1
9

8
5

1
9

8
6

1
9

8
7

1
9

8
8

1
9

8
9

1
9

9
0

1
9

9
1

1
9

9
2

1
9

9
3

1
9

9
4

1
9

9
5

1
9

9
6

1
9

9
7

1
9

9
8

1
9

9
9

2
0

0
0

2
0

0
1

2
0

0
2

2
0

0
3

2
0

0
4

2
0

0
5

2
0

0
6

2
0

0
7

2
0

0
8

2
0

0
9

2
0

1
0

2
0

1
1

Historical (Statewide)

TNC Ownership

RCW Population Data 



Big Woods –  
TNC/DGIF Partnership 

Opportunities 
 

• RCW management 
• Cavity installation 
• RCW translocation 
 

• Fire management 
 
• Quail management 
 
• Longleaf restoration 
 
• Wetland/stream restoration 

    


