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Fire Adapted Communities 
Background 

• 2005 Quadrennial Fire Review promoted ‘Fire 
Adapted Human Communities’ as solution to 
escalating suppression costs, structure losses, 
fatalities 
 

• 2009 Quadrennial Fire Review further defined FAC 
concept for communities to take responsibility, 
action 

 



Fire Adapted Communities 
Background 

2009 Federal Land Assistance, 
Management, and Enhancement 

(FLAME) Act 
 
 

National Cohesive Wildland Fire Management Strategy 
  1) Create Resilient Landscapes 
  2) Create Fire Adapted Communities 
  3) Improve Response and Suppression 

  

 



What is a Fire Adapted Community?  
 A community taking responsibility and implementing 

actions at ALL scales to reduce its wildfire threat.  
 
 



• Exist within or adjacent to a fire adapted 
ecosystem. 

• Have adequate local fire suppression capacity 
to meet basic community protection needs. 

• Have structures and landscaping designed, 
constructed, retrofitted, sited, and maintained 
to be ignition resistant.   

Fire Adapted Communities: 



• Use local codes [Building, planning, zoning, and fire 
prevention codes] to  require ignition-resistant 
home design, building materials, and siting.   

• Ensure fuel treatments are properly spaced and 
sequenced, and are maintained across the 
landscape.   

• Implement community wildland fire protection 
plans.   

 
 

Fire Adapted Communities, continued: 



Why is a Fire Adapted Community important?  
 • Increases firefighter and public safety 

• Increases community resilience & 
post-disaster economic recovery  

• Decreases funds necessary to protect 
community 

• Decreases dependence on 
suppression & response 
 
 
 
 
 

 



How to Become a Fire Adapted Community  
 Each community is unique and risk is best understood on the local level. 

These are general guidelines to consider in creating a fire adapted 
community: 

1.     Create a local collaborative group of stakeholders to develop and begin 
implementation of a CWPP. A CWPP identifies community risk and ways to 
mitigate that risk. 
2.     Use Firewise principles to help the community address structure ignitability 
issues and create defensible space. 
3.     Fire departments can use the Ready, Set, Go! program as an internal and 
external educational tool to make their jurisdiction aware of wildfire risk, keep 
awareness high, and help prepare for evacuation. 
4.     Work with local land managers to adequately treat hazardous fuels in and 
near the community. 
5.     Create fuel buffers around the community to protect it from wildfire 
encroachment. 
6.     Create internal safe zones in case evacuation is not possible. 
7.     Create or adopt wildland urban interface codes that govern where homes can 
be safely built, how they can be safely built, and of what materials. 

 
 

 

 



Fire Adapted 
Communities  

Firewise 

fuel reduction 

Forest Management 

Internal Safety Zones 

Ready Set Go  

Codes & ordinances 

Exterior Fuel buffer 

Prevention  Education 

Local capacity 

CWPP 

cooperative  fire 
agreements  



FAC & Firewise Communities 
• Key program to becoming fire adapted 
• Voluntary recognition program that targets 

neighborhoods and homeowners 
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Fire Adapted Communities Resources 
 

• Fire Adapted Communities Coalition 

• Fire Adapted Communities Website 

• Fire Adapted Communities Ad Campaign 

 



Fire Adapted Communities Coalition 

USDA Forest Service │ US Department of the Interior │ US Fire Administration 
International Association of Fire Chiefs │ National Fire Protection Association 
Insurance Institute for Business and Home Safety │ The Nature Conservancy 

National Volunteer Fire Council │ National Association of State Foresters 
National Wildfire Coordinating Working Group WUI Mitigation Committee  

http://www.usfa.fema.gov/


Fire Adapted Communities Website 
• Promotes all forms of WUI mitigation 
• Highlights national programs and research 

• Ready, Set, Go! (IAFC) 

• Firewise Communities/USA® (NFPA) 

• Community Wildfire Protection Plans (NASF) 

• Wildfire Retrofit Guides (IBHS) 

 
  

 

 

http://www.wildlandfirersg.org/index.cfm


Fire Adapted Communities Website 
• Reaches out to all audiences 

• Homeowners & Residents 
• Firefighters & Emergency Responders 
• Land Managers & Foresters 
• Civic & Community Leaders 

  
 

 



 



 



 



 



 



Media Toolkit: 

• Campaign Background 
• Media Outreach 
• Spread the Word 
• View PSAs 

 

http://www.youtube.com/embed/gVGtyOC0xgw


Contact Information 
Molly Mowery 
Fire Adapted Communities Program Manager 
Wildland Fire Operations Division 
National Fire Protection Association 
mmowery@nfpa.org 
www.fireadapted.org  
 

Questions? 
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