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Beyond Our Boundaries
Our ecological burn prioritiza-
tion tool has been used on mul-
tiple landscapes, and by several 
agencies, in the SBR Network. It 
has also been exported to regions 
beyond SBR, including to the 
Central Appalachians FLN. This 
simple model allows managers to 
prioritize burns by helping iden-
tify where we should be putting 
fire, based on historic and cur-
rent vegetation, rather than fall-
ing back on where fire is logisti-
cally the easiest to apply.
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A Big “Aha!”
Even after decades of using 
prescribed fire, we’ve failed to 
change trajectories in heavily 
fire-suppressed ecosystems. All 
we’ve done is to push leaf litter 
around with low-intensity, dormant-
season fires. We are now funda-
mentally rethinking fire severity, 
fire effects and seasonality—and 
it’s working!

Recent Success Stories
We are not only burning more 
acres, but we’re doing it more 
efficiently. Increasingly, multi-
owner burn units are seeing pre-
scribed fire. 
FLN partners recently initiated 
a fire management program at 
Lake James State Park, in North 
Carolina’s Central Escarpment 
landscape. Working coopera-
tively with the NC Forest Service 
and park neighbors, the park 
has now placed about 300 acres 
of park and private property 
under prescription. Nearly 250 
acres have already been burned 
in 2014, and several hundred 
more will be placed under pre-
scription in coming months. In 
Georgia, partners had two simul-
taneous 2,000-acre conservation 
burns about five air miles from 
each other. Partners in the South 
Mountains landscape in North 
Carolina conducted a 1,200-acre 
prescribed burn at Skull Knob on 
part of the state-owned area split 
between South Mountains Game 
Land and South Mountains State 
Park. These burns are clear evi-
dence that the partnerships are 
starting to make large collabora-
tive and multi-ownership burns 
more routine, helping to restore 
fire-adapted systems on a larger 
scale. 

Meeting Challenges
We seem to have many challeng-
es, but none that we haven’t been 
able to work with so far.  
For example, our patchwork own-
ership means that we have lots of 
boundary issues to deal with. But 
partnerships are strengthening, 
so we are seeing many of those 
agency boundaries disappear. 
Many boundaries are with private 
landowners. In these cases, the 
support of our state forestry 
agencies is critical, because the 
states have additional authorities 
that allow them to work with 
these landowners. In fact, having 
a state forestry agency negotiate 
with private landowners even  
allowed a new state park to be 
added to our landscape.

Work in Progress
Having a CFLRP project in our 
midst will increase prescribed 
burning and other management 
practices by more than 40,000 
acres in the Central Escarpment 
landscape, with synergy between 
the FLN and CFLRP—which have 
essentially the same partners—
facilitating resource sharing and 
other opportunities. The CFLRP 
has the potential to restore the 
fire-adapted forest ecosystems 
and benefit a variety of native 
plants and wildlife. And in this 
and other landscapes, we are 
widening our burn season and 
therefore finding new opportuni-
ties to put fire on the ground.
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At their workshops, SBR partners don’t just hear about restoration, 
they see it for themselves, as during this May 2013 field trip discussion 
led by Nathan Klaus (GA DNR) and Mike Brod (USFS).
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Left: They all look the same in Nomex! Staff from NC State Parks, NC 
Wildlife Commission and TNC work together at The Nature Conservan-
cy’s Bluff Mountain Preserve in North Carolina.    © TNC/Margit Bucher
Above: Crowders Mountain State Park burns into the night during a 
cooperative project between North Carolina State Parks and NC Forest 
Service. Fires are burning later as a result of not rushing to wrap it all 
up before dark.                                    © NC State Parks/Jonas Hansen
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