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Things change…. 
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Things change…. 

http://www.vcrlter.virginia.edu/gallery/view_photo.php?set_albumName=Reyes_flight_Nov_05&id=DSCN0467


How do we know things change? 
 
 
 



The World 20,000 years ago… (before TNC) 
 
 
 

        

But, what about sea level? 
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But, what did the 
coast look like when 
it was lower and 
then got higher? 

Sea level today 



www2.nau.edu 



island sizes not to scale 

But, why did the islands 
form then? 

www2.nau.edu 



modified from Van de Plassche (1990) 

1.5-2.0 mm/yr 

3.0 -4.0 mm/yr 

Barrier islands form 
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Sea level on the 
Eastern Shore 



And… we’re on a “hot spot” 

But, does sea level erode 
beaches? 

Sallenger et al. (2012) 
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The Work of Storms: 
Shoreface Retreat 
 
 
 







Preserved Holocene Inlet 
Related Facies 
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Things change…. 
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Sediment Supply and Sediment Migration 
Pathways 
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Things change… like shoreline 
locations 



Things change…. 
 
Here to tell you why… 
Dr. Laura Moore 





Coastline shape is there for a reason… 
 
 
 

 http://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/hurricanes/features/wallops-sandy.html 
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