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• Draft document released 

October 14, 2013 

• 120 day public comment 

period closed February 14, 

2014 

• Received >100 comment 

letters with ~850 individual 

comments 

• Presentations at the 

December 2013 and January 

2014 Commission Hearings 



ABOUT THE DOCUMENT 

This document IS:  

Guidance 

Dynamic 

Multi-purpose for multiple 

audiences 

A menu of options 

This document is NOT: 

Regulations 

Static 

Meant to be read cover-to-cover 

A checklist 
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ABOUT THE DOCUMENT 
GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

Maximize protection of        
public access, recreation, and 

sensitive coastal resources 

Minimize coastal hazards 
through planning and 

development standards 

Use science to guide decisions 

Maximize agency coordination 
and public participation 

Guiding Principles 

Chapter 2: 
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REVSIONS 

NEW Principles: 

• #4, Use a precautionary 
approach 

• #5, Design adaptation 
strategies according to local 
conditions 

• #13, Recognize that SLR will 
cause the public trust 
boundary to move inland 



ABOUT THE DOCUMENT 
CHAPTERS OF INTEREST 

Sea Level Rise Science 

Chapter 3: 
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Time 
Period * 

North of Cape 
Mendocino 

South of Cape 
Mendocino 

by 2030 
-2 – 9 in 

(-4 – +23 cm) 
2 – 12 in 

(4 – 30 cm) 

by 2050 
-1 – 19 in 

(-3 – +48 cm) 
5 – 24 in 

(12 – 61 cm) 

by 2100 
4 – 56 in 

(10 – 143 cm) 
17 – 66 in 

(42 – 167 cm) 

* with year 2000 as a baseline 

REVSIONS 

• UPDATES to best available 
science 

• NEW section on storms, 
extreme events, and abrupt 
change 

• NEW section on scenario-
based planning 



ABOUT THE DOCUMENT 
CHAPTERS OF INTEREST 
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In general, the Coastal 

Commission recommends 

using best available science 

(currently the 2012 NRC report) 

to identify a range of sea level 

rise scenarios including the 

HIGH projection, LOW 

projection, and one or more 

INTERMEDIATE projections 



ABOUT THE DOCUMENT 
CHAPTERS OF INTEREST 
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Scenario-based analysis 
includes choosing several possible 

sea level rise amounts as a 

starting point to evaluate impacts 

to coastal resources and potential 

risks to development over time.  

Helps to address 
uncertainty in sea level 

projections by: 

Revealing the range of possible 
consequences of sea level rise 

Revealing the tipping points for 
if/when sea level rise will             

impact an area  



1. Identify range of SLR amounts,    
then relate to likely time 
period(s) of occurrence 

NRC 2012 

When is a projection likely to occur? 



2. Choose applicable 
years, then identify 
HIGH, INTERMEDIATE, 
and LOW SLR scenarios 
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CHAPTERS OF INTEREST 

Consequences of SLR for 
Communities, Coastal Resources, 

and Development 

Chapter 4: 
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REVSIONS 

• NEW CHAPTER (split off from 
Ch.3) 

• NEW section on 
environmental justice 
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CHAPTERS OF INTEREST 

Chapter 5: 

Addressing Sea Level Rise in  
Local Coastal Programs 
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Chapter 7 

REVSIONS 

• NEW sections on: 

o Using scenario-based analysis 

o Including other topics 

o Leveraging analyses/sharing 
information 

o Coordinating regionally 



ABOUT THE DOCUMENT 
CHAPTERS OF INTEREST 

Chapter 6: 

Addressing Sea Level Rise in 
Coastal Development Permits 

1. Establish the projected sea level rise 
range for the proposed project 

2. Determine how sea level rise impacts 
may constrain the project site 

3. Determine how the project may impact 
coastal resources over time, considering 
sea level rise 

4. Identify project alternatives to both 
avoid resource impacts and minimize 
risks to the project 

5. Finalize project design and submit 
permit application 
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Chapter 7 



ABOUT THE DOCUMENT 
CHAPTERS OF INTEREST 

Chapter 7: 

Adaptation Strategies 
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REVSIONS 

• NEW CHAPTER (contains 
information from original Ch. 
4 and Appendix C ) 

• NEW section on general 
adaptation categories, 
including pros and cons 

• NEW adaptation strategies, 
particularly relating to 
redevelopment 



ABOUT THE DOCUMENT 
CHAPTERS OF INTEREST 
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Choose Adaptation 
Strategies based on: 

Specific risks and vulnerabilities 
of the region or project site 

Applicable Coastal Act and       
LCP requirements                              

(and other relevant laws and policies) 

Consideration of local conditions 



ABOUT THE DOCUMENT 
CHAPTERS OF INTEREST 
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Coastal Development and Hazards 

Coastal Habitats, ESHA, & Wetlands 

Agricultural Resources 

Water Quality and Supply 

Archaeological and  
Paleontological Resources  

Scenic and Visual Resources 

Public Access and Recreation 



ABOUT THE DOCUMENT 
CHAPTERS OF INTEREST 

Chapter 8: 

Legal Context of              
Adaptation Planning 
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REVSIONS 

• NEW CHAPTER 

• Addresses: 

o Seawalls and other 
shoreline protective 
devices 

o The public trust boundary 

o Potential private property 
takings issues 



REVISIONS 

Updates to best available science 
NEW section on storms, extreme events, abrupt change 
NEW section on  scenario-based planning 

+ Edits throughout for clarification 

NEW chapter on adaptation strategies 

NEW chapter on the legal context of adaptation planning 

NEW section on environmental justice 

Updates to State and Federal actions 

Ch. 3 

Intro 

Ch. 4 

Ch. 7 

Ch. 8 
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NEXT STEPS 
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Ongoing Efforts: 

• LCP Updates/grant 
coordination 

• NOAA Project of Special Merit 
to develop policy guidance 
and model ordinance 
language for resilient 
shoreline residential 
development 

• Coordination with partners 

Coming Soon: 

• Coordinating implementation 
of the SLR Policy Guidance 

• Trainings… 



THANK YOU! QUESTIONS? 
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To view the Revised Draft SLR Policy Guidance, visit: 

http://www.coastal.ca.gov/climate/slrguidance.html 

To view the Comment and Response document, visit: 

http://documents.coastal.ca.gov/assets/slr/guidance/Final_MAST

ERCommentResponseDoc.pdf 

To view Commission staff presentations on sea level rise, visit: 

http://www.coastal.ca.gov/climate/SLR-Outreach-

Presentations.html 


