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Bowling Alone 



 

The 2013 MSP Assessment 
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The Nature Conservancy – Global Marine Team 



Conservancy Marine Spatial Planning Sites 



Different Geopolitical and Spatial Scales 
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Multi-Lateral 
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Regional 



Different Drivers 



The Role of the Conservancy 

Facilitator 

Advisor 

Technical Support 

Stakeholder 



Step 1:  Identifying a need for (C)MSP and establishing authority 

 

Step 2:  Obtaining financial support 

 

Step 3:  Organizing the process through pre-planning 

 

Step 4: Organizing stakeholder participation 

 

Step 5:  Defining and analyzing existing conditions 

 

Step 6:  Defining and analyzing future conditions 

 

Step 7: Preparing and approving the spatial management plan 

 

Step 8: Implementing and enforcing the spatial management plan 

 

Step 9: Monitoring and evaluating performance 

 

Step 10: Adapting the marine spatial management process 

MSP Steps 
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Opportunities for TNC? 
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TNC Staff Capacity 



 

Questions? 
 

  

Shawn Margles 
smargles@tnc.org 
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Breakout Discussions 
1) Information Portals & Decision Support 

Tools 
 

2) The Planning Process  
 

3) Applying MSP to MPA Networks: 
evolving single objecting planning into 
multi sectoral planning 



 



 



Dr. Jorge Brenner 
 

Associate Director of Marine Science 
Texas Chapter 

The Nature Conservancy 



Connected Seas: RESILIENCE  

Dynamic Simulation: coral larvae dispersion 
August 21, 2011 

Coral larvae dispersion simulations (demographic connectivity) 



John Knowles 
 

Conservation Information Manager 
Caribbean Program 

The Nature Conservancy 
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Dr. Aurora Justiniano 
 

Conservation Planner 
PR and USVI, Caribbean Program 

The Nature Conservancy 



- Planning for the overlap of human uses in 
marine areas of PR and USVI 
- Include stakeholders and resource users 
- Data gathering, best available information 

FUTURE OF MSP - CARIBBEAN REGIONAL OCEAN PARTNERSHIP (CROP) 
AURORA JUSTINIANO-SANTOS, PHD - CARIBBEAN PROGRAM 

Human uses in marine area of SW Puerto Rico  

Shark & Ray Nursery 

- Create maps to resolve conflicts between uses 
- Promote conservation of the environment 
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Alfonso Lombana 
 

Marine Scientist 
Mid-Atlantic 

The Nature Conservancy 



MID-ATLANTIC OCEAN DATA PORTAL 



Gwynn Crichton 
 

Senior Project Scientist 
The Nature Conservancy,  

Virginia Chapter 
 

Ships, Wind and Whales:  A Mid-Atlantic 
Seascape Use Case 
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Charles Steinback 
 

Director 
Point 97 



 



Julie Robinson 
 

Marine Specialist 
Mesoamerican Reef 

The Nature Conservancy 



Julie Robinson: MAR Marine Specialist       Evaluating Protected Area Network Designs 

 

DST Selection Tools  allow the user to 
quickly design a custom configuration of 
areas … 
The Decision Support Tools evaluate spatial 
alternatives and recommendations from the 
planning team as the team discusses them 
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Annick Cros 
 

Marine Scientist 
Indo-Pacific Division 

The Nature Conservancy 



http://ctatlas.reefbase.org/ 
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Have you ever been in one of these situations?Tired of always asking colleagues for their datasets?Lost track of the most updated version of those layer?Has the last GIS officer left you a mess of project layers to deal with?Why isn’t anyone filling out metadata????? How am I supposed to know what the survey method was?This government never trust us to share their data.I am missing a layer, but does it even exist???There are three sources for the same layer, which one is the best?Wouldn’t it be nice if there was a one-stop shop for all of your data layer needs, a team that could answer your questions, test the datasets for you and provide the best, most up to date layers?This is the idea behind the Coral Triangle Atlas. Built as an online GIS database, it aims to be a one stop shop for marine spatial data needs for the Coral Triangle region – covering 6 countries: Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia, East Timor, PNG and Solomon Islands.The vision is to provide a unique opportunity for any organization working in the Coral Triangle to share their data, and to create a growing, updated database for better management decisions and science.With funding from USAID in the context of the Coral Triangle Initiative, a team of six from five NGOs put together a database that serves both as a source of spatial data layers for spatial planning in the region and tracking indicators of success for the six countries of the Coral Triangle.This team was lead by TNC and was handed over to WorldFish last year to maintain the database and continue to serve the needs of the six countries and other organizations.If you have more questions, come and see me: Annick Cros or send me an email.



Dr. Alan White 
 

Coral Triangle Program  
Indo-Pacific Division 
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Willie Atu 
 

Coral Triangle Program  
Indo-Pacific Division 

The Nature Conservancy 





Dr. Alison Green 
 

Sr. Marine Scientist 
Indo-Pacific Division 

The Nature Conservancy 
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Designing Marine Protected Area Networks to Achieve Fisheries, 
Biodiversity and Climate Change Objectives in Tropical Ecosystems  

(Green et al. 2014 Coastal Management Journal 42:143–159) 

Green et al. 2014 (modified from Maypa 2012) 



Nirari Cardenas 
 

Marine Specialist 
Gulf of California and Pacific 

Program, MNCA 
The Nature Conservancy 



Gulf of Mexico 
and Caribbean 

Central & South Pacific 

Marine Spatial Planning in Mexico 
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Breakout Discussions 

1. Information Portals & Decision Support Tools 
 

2. The Planning Process  
 

3. Applying MSP to MPA Networks: evolving 
single objecting planning into multi sectoral 
planning 



• Where is TNC at the cutting edge of MSP? 
 

• Trends in scale, issue, partners, etc.? 
 

• What are opportunities for TNC? 
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