
The Coastal Defense Tool 

www.maps.coastalresilience.org/pugetsound 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
it addresses the “assessing hazards” and “modeling benefits” components Borja referred to in his talk.

- This is an application within TNC’s Coastal Resilience network that aims to communicate the role of green infrastructure in reducing risk to grey infrastructure and coastal community assets 

For example, here we have a tidal marsh that is providing wave attenuation benefits to the sea dike which helps reduce the risk of erosion, overtopping, and damages.   

the main message that the tool conveys is that the conversation doesn’t have to be green versus grey, but they can work in concert and perhaps be the most cost effective solution.




Simplifying Complex Models 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
here is a snap shot of the user interface where you can select a spot in the bay, then modify the extent of the marsh habitat, and evaluate the amount of wave reduction due to the marsh under specific wave and tidal conditions that you set. 

By incorporating this tool in the decision making process, stakeholders can explore green/gray tradeoffs



Changing Perceptions 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This tool is meant to be a mechanism for changing the perception of what “defenses” can be and the role of nature in that.
By doing this, it enables the development of win win projects that provide multiple benefits to diverse stakeholders from conservationists to farmers in diking districts
And also opens up sources of funding that havent been well coordinated in the past. For example joint projects that can received species recovery AND flood risk reduction funding. 

- Our table discussion will focus on identifying the audiences that you are trying to communicate this message to, how you’ve done so in the past, what’s worked, what hasn’t, and opportunities and challenges of developing a decision support tool like this in your geographies.
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