SOUTHERN BLUE RIDGE FIRE LEARNING NETWORK

wS3IA2ylf CANSB

BALSAM AND
NANTAHALA
MOUNTAINS

Vast areas of wilderness in the mountains
of southwestern North Carolina make up
this landscape which, at over 1.7 million
acres, is the largest and arguably the most
diverse landscape in the network. A wide
range of fire-adapted ecosystems occur at
elevation ranging from 1,000 to 6,500
feet. Unique to thislandscape is arare
fire dependent woodland that occurs over
serpentine rock. This area alone supports
over twenty-two rare plant species and
four rare butterfly species. Datafrom
monitoring plots are collected at several
sites in this landscape toresearch the
effects of fire after multiple burns.
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NETWORK PRIORITIES

1 Build Capacity for large-scale,
cross-boundary treatments.

9 Integrate social and ecological
function of fire on
landscapes.

9 Inspire Fire Adapted human
Communities in additional
landscapes.

Serpentine Woodlands after fire. The rare
endemic Packera s erpenticolais flowering.

The Gorgone Checkerspot (Chlosyne gorgone)
occupies only two locations inNorth Carolina,

one s the Serpentine Woodlands found here.

iKS

{2dz0 KSNY . f dS

LANDSCAPE GOALS

LANDSCAPE PARTNERS

Alcoa Power Generating, Inc.

Eastern Band of the Cherokee Indians (EBCI)

Land Trust for the Little Tennessee

North Carolina Division of Forest Resources

North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission

The Nature Conservancy—North Carolina

USDA FS—National Forests of North Carolina
(Nantahala Ranger District)

USDA FS—Southem Research Station

Westemn Carolina University

LANDSCAPE LEADS

Peter Bates, WCU

828-227-3914, bates@email.wcu.edu
Gary Kaufman, USFS
828-257-4861, gkauffman@fs.fed.us
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Protecting nature. Preserving life.’


http://www.conservationgateway.org/ConservationPractices/FireLandscapes/FireLearningNetwork/NetworkProducts/Documents/SBR-FireEffects-SAF2015.pdf

