
The Southern Blue Ridge Fire Learning Network:  
A collaborative partnership to restore fire-adapted ecosystems and sustain resilient  

natural and human communities in the southern Appalachian Mountains. 
Beth Buchanan*, Margit Bucher**, Wendy Fulks** 

*US Forest Service, **The Nature Conservancy 

In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) 
 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer. 

Promoting Ecosystem Resilience and Fire Adapted Communities Together is a cooperative agreement between The Nature Conservancy, USDA Forest Service and agencies of the Department of the Interior— 

Bureau of Indian Affairs, Bureau of Land Management, National Park Service and U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service. For more information, contact Lynn Decker at ldecker @ tnc.org or (801) 320-0524. 

The Fire Learning Network (FLN, www.conservationgateway.org/fln) engages dozens of multi-

stakeholder projects to accelerate the restoration of fire dependent landscapes to sustain both natu-

ral and human communities. By restoring this balance, the ecological, economic and social values of 

the landscapes can be maintained and the consequences of catastrophic wildfire reduced. The 

Southern Blue Ridge FLN (SBR FLN) spans three million acres across the southern Appalachian Moun-

tains in North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia and Tennessee. State, federal, NGO and university 

partners in eight landscape teams collaboratively set goals, and share and apply the best available 

science and management practices to develop resilient ecosystems. The SBR FLN, now in its ninth 

year, continues to improve common vegetation maps, models and tools. This year saw landscape-

scale growing season burns, multi-agency prescribed fires and a multi-day fire. Partners also actively 

engage in Joint Fire Science Program’s consortia, whole system planning by The Nature Conservancy, 

a Collaborative Forest Landscape Restoration project, state prescribed burn councils, and the Fire 

Adapted Communities Network. With a history of well-attended workshops, numerous collaborative 

projects, and sharing knowledge through webinars and ‘The Networker’ newsletter, the FLN has    

developed many strong working partnerships, which in turn get more fire on the ground.  

Our Partners in the Southern Blue Ridge 

What the FLN Does: 
FLN partnerships integrate science and local knowledge.  
FLN landscapes create plans, measure results and adapt their approaches.   

The FLN makes targeted investments in people and places that catalyze larger-scale change. 

The FLN has a flexible approach that is constantly evolving in response to research, emerging         
issues and partner priorities. 

The FLN identifies gaps in fire workforce development, and delivers targeted training to fill them. 

The FLN provides experiential training and fireline mentoring to agency fire practitioners to help 
expand the capacity to use ecologically- and socially-appropriate prescribed fire. 

The FLN provides experiential training and fireline mentoring to private landowners to help re-
build a culture of fire. 

FLN staff and partners work at all levels, from national to landscape, to conduct strategic public 
outreach aimed at building support for ecosystem restoration and fuels management.  

The FLN helps managers engage stakeholders more effectively in their fire planning efforts.   
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