
AlpineMacrogroup:

Description:

Ecological Setting and Natural Processes:

Similar Habitat Types:

Crosswalk to State Wildlife Action Plans:
Crosswalk to State Name Examples:

State Distribution:

Total Habitat Acreage:

Percent Conserved:

Spruce - Fir - Birch Krummholz (ME), Black Spruce - Balsam Fir 
Krummholz (NH), Alpine Krummholz (NY), Spruce-Fir-Northern 
Hardwood Forest - Subalpine Krummholz (VT)

ME, NH, NY, VT

98.1%

8,185

A sparsely vegetated system near or above treeline in the 
Northern Appalachian Mountains, dominated by lichens, 
dwarf-shrubland, and sedges. At the highest elevations, the 
dominant plants are dwarf heaths such as alpine bilberry and 
cushion-plants such as diapensia. Bigelowôs sedge is 
characteristic. Wetland depressions, such as small alpine 
bogs and rare sloping fens, may be found within the 
surrounding upland matrix. In the lower subalpine zone, 
deciduous shrubs such as nannyberry provide cover in 
somewhat protected areas; dwarf heaths including 
crowberry, Labrador tea, sheep laurel, and lowbush 
blueberry, are typical. Nearer treeline, spruce and fir that 
have become progressively more stunted as exposure 
increases may form nearly impenetrable krummholz. 

High winds, snow and ice, cloud-cover fog, and intense 
summer sun exposure are common and control ecosystem 
dynamics. Found mostly above 4000' in the northern part of 
our region, alpine tundra may also occur in small patches on 
lower ridgelines and summits and at lower elevations near 
the Atlantic coast.

Acadian-Appalachian Montane Spruce-Fir-Hardwood 
Forests typically occur downslope. Similar to Southern 
Appalachian Shrub and Grass Balds, and less obviously to 
systems like Northern Atlantic Coastal Plain Heathland and 
Grassland and glade and barrens systems to the south, in 
that extreme environmental conditions make it very difficult 
for even small trees to develop. 

Alpine (ME), Alpine (NH), Alpine (NY), Outcrops and Upland 
Meadows - Alpine Meadows (VT), Open Peatlands - Alpine 
Peatland (VT), Spruce-Fir-Northern Hardwood Forest - 
Subalpine Krummholz (VT)

Acadian-Appalachian Alpine Tundra

© Josh Royte (The Nature Conservancy, Maine)
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State

State

Habitat % 

State

 Acreage

GAP 1&2

(acres)

GAP 3

(acres)

Unsecured

(acres)

NH 51% 4,160 4,126 0 34

ME 44% 3,624 2,510 1,082 33

NY 3% 285 194 0 91

VT 1% 115 115 0 0



Places to Visit this Habitat:

Species of Concern (G1-G4):

Associated Species:

Baxter State Park | ME
Mahoosucs | ME
Tumbledown Mount Blue | ME
White Mountain National Forest | NH
High Peaks Wilderness Area | NY

BIRDS:  blackpoll warbler, common raven, dark-eyed junco, 
golden eagle, red-breasted nuthatch, white-throated sparrow, 
yellow-rumped warbler

MAMMALS:  northern red-backed vole

INSECTS:  katahdin arctic butterfly, crowberry blue butterfly

PLANTS:  Alpine-azalea (Loiseleuria procumbens), alpine 
blueberry (Vaccinium uliginosum), alpine bittercress (Cardamine 
bellidifolia), alpine sweet grass (Hierochloe alpina), balsam 
willow (Salix pyrifolia), bearberry willow (Salix uva-ursi), black 
crowberry (Empetrum nigrum), highland rush (Juncus trifidus), 
lapland diapensia (Diapensia lapponica), lapland azalea 
(Rhododendron lapponicum), mountain cranberry (Vaccinium 
vitis-idaea), mountain sandwort (Minuartia groenlandica), 
mountain timothy (Phleum alpinum)

BIRDS:  Bicknellôs thrush, american pipit

MAMMALS:  northern bog lemming

INSECTS:  Katahdin arctic butterfly, crowberry blue butterfly

PLANTS:  alpine goldenrod (Solidago multiradiata), Appalachian 
fir-clubmoss (Huperzia appalachiana), Bigelow's sedge (Carex 
bigelowii), capitate Sedge (Carex capitata), Cutler's Goldenrod 
(Solidago cutleri), dwarf White Birch (Betula minor), lapland 
diapensia (Diapensia lapponica), mountain avens (Geum peckii), 
northern blueberry (Vaccinium boreale), Pickering's reed 
bentgrass (Calamagrostis pickeringii), Robbins' cinquefoil 
(Potentilla robbinsiana), silverling (Paronychia argyrocoma)

Predicted Habitat Loss to Development
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This metric measures how connected or fragmented the land directly surrounding (18 
square miles) the habitat is, this the chart shows the proportion of the habitat in each 
connectedness class.

This chart shows the average age of trees associated with this habitat based on 
forest Inventory data. For non-forested systems or small habitats the average age is 
influenced by the surroundings.

This chart shows the predicted loss of habitat over the next five decades ( acres) if 
loss continues at the same rate as 1990-2000. The average rate of loss is  acres per 
year.

Acadian-Appalachian Alpine Tundra

The average patch size for this habitat is 38 acres and the largest single patch is 
3,949 acres.  This chart shows the proportion of the habitat that is in each patch-size 
class.
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© Josh Royte (The Nature Conservancy, Maine)
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Boreal Upland ForestMacrogroup:

Description:

Ecological Setting and Natural Processes:

Similar Habitat Types:

Crosswalk to State Wildlife Action Plans:
Crosswalk to State Name Examples:

State Distribution:

Total Habitat Acreage:

Percent Conserved:

Spruce - Fir - Cinnamon Fern Forest (ME), Lowland Spruce 
Forest (NH), Spruce Flats (NY), Spruce-Fir-Northern Hardwood 
Forest - Lowland Spruce-Fir Forest (VT), Red Spruce Swamp 
(MA)

MA, ME, NH, NY, VT

30.1%

1,513,068

A conifer or mixed forest forming extensive flats on areas of 
imperfectly drained soils. Black spruce,  red spruce, and 
balsam fir dominate a mostly closed canopy; yellow birch, 
hemlock, black cherry, and red maple are sometimes 
present in smaller numbers. Bryophytes and low herbs are 
abundant in the ground layer; the shrub layers are typically 
sparse and made up principally of heath species. This forest 
is characteristic of colder regions of the northern 
Appalachians-Acadian region, where it often forms long 
narrow patches along riverside flats in valley bottoms. 

Often in low flats along streams and lakes, this type is 
transitional between wetland and upland. The loamy to 
sandy, nutrient-poor mineral soils are typically saturated at 
snowmelt but are moderately well-drained for much of the 
growing season and may be reasonably dry at the soil 
surface. 

Similar to Laurentian-Acadian Conifer-Hardwood Acid 
Swamp, but colder and not so consistently on saturated 
soils; might be considered as a component of Acadian Low-
Elevation Spruce-Fir-Hardwood Forest except for its upland-
wetland, usually river-associated hydrology and more boreal 
character.

Coniferous Forest (ME), Lowland Spruce Forest (NH), 
Spruce-Fir-Northern Hardwood Forest - Lowland Spruce-Fir 
Forest (VT)

Acadian Sub-boreal Spruce Flat

© Andy Cutco (Maine Natural Areas Program)
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State

State

Habitat % 

State

 Acreage

GAP 1&2

(acres)

GAP 3

(acres)

Unsecured

(acres)

ME 88% 1,324,567 56,684 298,210 969,674

NY 7% 98,494 55,943 16,206 26,345

VT 3% 45,979 4,907 7,189 33,883

NH 3% 43,937 4,291 11,379 28,267

MA 0% 91 0 3 88



Places to Visit this Habitat:

Species of Concern (G1-G4):

Associated Species:

Allagash Wilderness Waterway State Park | ME
Baxter State Park | ME
Lake Umbagog National Wildlife Refuge | NH
Debar Mountain Wild Forest | NY
Green Mountain National Forest | VT

BIRDS:  black-backed woodpecker, blackburnian warbler, 
golden-crowned kinglet, northern waterthrush, palm warbler, 
ruby-crowned kinglet, spruce grouse, swainsonôs thrush, white-
throated sparrow, wilson's warbler, yellow-bellied flycatcher

MAMMALS:  pine marten, canada lynx

PLANTS:  mountain fly-honeysuckle (lonicera villosa), carolina 
grass-of-parnassus (parnassia glauca), sheathed sedge (carex 
vaginata)

BIRDS:  american three-toed woodpecker, bay-breasted warbler, 
gray jay, Lincolnôs sparrow, rusty blackbird, red crossbill

MAMMALS:  northern bog lemming

INSECTS:  purple lesser fritillary butterfly

PLANTS:  Canada mountain ricegrass (Piptatherum canadense)

Predicted Habitat Loss to Development
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This metric measures how connected or fragmented the land directly surrounding (18 
square miles) the habitat is, this the chart shows the proportion of the habitat in each 
connectedness class.

This chart shows the average age of trees associated with this habitat based on 
forest Inventory data. For non-forested systems or small habitats the average age is 
influenced by the surroundings.

This chart shows the predicted loss of habitat over the next five decades (5,389 
acres) if loss continues at the same rate as 1990-2000. The average rate of loss is 
108 acres per year.

Acadian Sub-boreal Spruce Flat

The average patch size for this habitat is 4 acres and the largest single patch is 
1,193 acres.  This chart shows the proportion of the habitat that is in each patch-size 
class.

Habitat Patch Distribution
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Boreal Upland ForestMacrogroup:

Description:

Ecological Setting and Natural Processes:

Similar Habitat Types:

Crosswalk to State Wildlife Action Plans:
Crosswalk to State Name Examples:

State Distribution:

Total Habitat Acreage:

Percent Conserved:

High Elevation Spruce-Fir Forest/Woodland (MA), Fir - Heart-
Leaved Birch Subalpine Forest (ME), High-Elevation Spruce - 
Fir Forest (NH), Mountain Spruce-Fir Forest (NY), Montane 
Spruce-Fir Forest (VT)

MA, ME, NH, NY, VT

67.4%

1,084,359

A high elevation conifer forest dominated by red spruce and 
balsam fir, and forming small to very large patches on the 
highest peaks of the northern Appalachian Mountains. Heart-
leaved birch is a characteristic tree along with yellow birch, 
white birch, mountain maple, striped maple, mountains ash, 
and occasionally black spruce at upper patch edges. Canopy 
tree seedlings dominate the shrub layer, and small trees and 
shrubs are most prominent where landslides or fire have 
disturbed the system. Short, foggy summers, long and 
severe winters, and exposed locations define the ecology of 
this system. In this cold climate cloud forest, dense beds of 
sphagnum moss cover much of the forest floor, and lichens 
hang from the trees. 

Soils are spodosols (acidic, leached out, and low nutrient), 
and are subject to disturbance from windthrow and mass 
downslope slippage. Gaps formed by wind, snow, and ice 
are the major replacement agents; fires may be important 
but only over a longer return interval. Acid rain deposition 
and climate change pose the primary threats to this 
mountain system.

Where mountains are high enough, krummholz and alpine 
tundra have formed above the spruce-fir. Northern 
hardwoods with a strong red spruce and yellow birch 
component are often just below.

Upland Forest (MA), Coniferous Forest (ME), High Elevation 
Spruce Fir Forests - High/Montane/Northern Hardwood 
(NH), Mountain Spruce-Fir Forests (NY), Spruce-Fir-
Northern Hardwood Forest - Montane types (VT)

Acadian-Appalachian Montane Spruce-Fir-Hardwood Forest

© Maine Natural Areas Program
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State

State

Habitat % 

State

 Acreage

GAP 1&2

(acres)

GAP 3

(acres)

Unsecured

(acres)

ME 38% 417,246 64,633 88,367 264,246

NH 32% 351,405 230,356 81,711 39,338

NY 20% 213,409 192,358 11,773 9,278

VT 9% 101,695 34,688 26,735 40,272

MA 0% 605 595 10 0



Places to Visit this Habitat:

Species of Concern (G1-G4):

Associated Species:

Baxter State Park | ME
White Mountain National Forest | NH
Dix/Giant Mountain Wilderness | NY
High Peaks Wilderness Area | NY
Green Mountain National Forest | VT

BIRDS:  blackburnian warbler, blackpoll warbler, boreal 
chickadee, golden-crowned kinglet, gray jay, purple finch, spruce 
grouse, swainsonôs thrush, white-throated sparrow, yellow-
bellied flycatcher, yellow-rumped warbler

MAMMALS:  american marten, deer mouse, northern flying 
squirrel, porcupine, red squirrel

PLANTS:  boreal bedstraw (galium kamtschaticum), bartram 
shadbush (amelanchier bartramiana), hornemann's willowherb 
(epilobium hornemannii), purple crowberry (empetrum 
atropurpureum), arctic bentgrass (agrostis mertensii), lapland 
diapensia (diapensia lapponica), black-fruited spike-rush (luzula 
parviflora), squashberry (viburnum edule), bearberry willow (salix 
uva-ursi), lesser wintergreen (pyrola minor), northern comandra 
(geocaulon lividum)

BIRDS:  Bicknellôs thrush, cape may warbler, red crossbill

MAMMALS:  long-tailed shrew

INSECTS:  early hairstreak butterfly, katadin artic

PLANTS:  appalachian fir-clubmoss (Huperzia appalachiana), 
northern blueberry (Vaccinium boreale), northern mountain-ash 
(Sorbus decora), cutler's goldenrod (Solidago cutleri), dwarf 
white birch (Betula minor), mountain avens (Geum peckii), wavy 
bluegrass (Poa laxa ssp. fFernaldiana

Predicted Habitat Loss to Development
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This metric measures how connected or fragmented the land directly surrounding (18 
square miles) the habitat is, this the chart shows the proportion of the habitat in each 
connectedness class.

This chart shows the average age of trees associated with this habitat based on 
forest Inventory data. For non-forested systems or small habitats the average age is 
influenced by the surroundings.

This chart shows the predicted loss of habitat over the next five decades (598 acres) 
if loss continues at the same rate as 1990-2000. The average rate of loss is 12 acres 
per year.

Acadian-Appalachian Montane Spruce-Fir-Hardwood Forest

The average patch size for this habitat is 97 acres and the largest single patch is 
61,167 acres.  This chart shows the proportion of the habitat that is in each patch-
size class.

Habitat Patch Distribution
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Boreal Upland ForestMacrogroup:

Description:

Ecological Setting and Natural Processes:

Similar Habitat Types:

Crosswalk to State Wildlife Action Plans:
Crosswalk to State Name Examples:

State Distribution:

Total Habitat Acreage:

Percent Conserved:

Spruce - Fir - Broom-Moss Forest (ME), Lowland Spruce - Fir 
Forest (NH), Balsam Flats (NY), Lowland Spruce-Fir Forest 
(VT), Spruce-Fir-Northern Hardwoods Forest (MA)

MA, ME, NH, NY, VT

27.2%

5,522,851

A low elevation conifer forest dominated by red spruce and 
balsam fir, often forming the matrix forest in colder parts of 
the Acadian and northern Appalachian region. Black and 
white spruce are sometimes present, along with yellow birch, 
paper birch, beech, and red or sugar maple, and northern 
white cedar in moister, richer locations. The shrub layer is 
sparse, and consists primarily of seedlings of principal tree 
species. Bryophytes are dominant in a dense herb layer. 
This habitat includes both cold pockets and depressions in 
hardwood mountains and large areas of seasonally wet flats, 
but not saturated conifer swamps.  In successional patches, 
paper birch, aspen, and larch are mixed in with the spruce 
and fir. 

Found at elevations up to 2000' in the northern part of its 
range.  Occurs on acidic, rocky, well- to moderately well-
drained soils, with pockets of somewhat poorly drained areas 
in depressions and slope bottoms. Blowdowns and gap 
regeneration are the most frequent form of natural 
disturbance, with large-scale fires at longer return intervals 
important in drier areas.

Upland from (and often adjacent to) the Sub-boreal Spruce 
Flats system, generally with more hardwoods and less black 
spruce. Various wetland habitat types are commonly 
embedded in low elevation spruce-fir landscapes. Montane 
Spruce-Fir Forests occur at higher elevation, in more rugged 
terrain.

Coniferous Forest (ME), Lowland Spruce Forest (NH), 
Spruce Fir-Forests and Flats (NY), Spruce-Fir-Northern 
Hardwood Forest - Lowland Spruce-Fir Forest (VT)

Acadian Low Elevation Spruce-Fir-Hardwood Forest

© Andy Cutco (Maine Natural Areas Program)
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State

State

Habitat % 

State

 Acreage

GAP 1&2

(acres)

GAP 3

(acres)

Unsecured

(acres)

ME 87% 4,818,649 225,935 956,191 3,636,523

NY 6% 306,622 172,371 45,501 88,751

VT 4% 219,479 13,586 27,397 178,496

NH 3% 177,546 18,525 44,769 114,253

MA 0% 554 0 80 473



Places to Visit this Habitat:

Species of Concern (G1-G4):

Associated Species:

Acadia National Park | ME
Baxter State Park | ME
Upper St. John River (The Nature Conservancy) | ME
White Mountain National Forest | NH
Green Mountain National Forest | VT

BIRDS:  blackburnian warbler, ruby-crowned kinglet, spruce 
grouse, swainsonôs thrush, yellow-bellied flycatcher, yellow-
rumped warbler, white-throated sparrow

MAMMALS:  deer mouse, fisher, moose, porcupine, red fox, red 
squirrel, southern red-backed vole

PLANTS:  alpine sweet-vetch (Hedysarum alpinum), Carolina 
grass-of-parnassus (Parnassia glauca), mountain cranberry 
(Vaccinium vitis-idaea), moose dung moss (Splachnum 
ampullaceum), giant rattlesnake-plantain (Goodyera 
oblongifolia), white adder's-mouth (Malaxis monophyllos)

BIRDS:  american three-toed woodpecker, bay-breasted warbler, 
black-backed woodpecker, boreal chickadee, cape may warbler, 
gray jay, olive-sided flycatcher, red crossbill

INSECTS:  early hairstreak butterfly

PLANTS:  Dudley's rush (Juncus dudleyi), glaucous rattlesnake-
root (Prenanthes racemosa), arnica (Arnica lanceolata), auricled 
twayblade (Listera auriculata), furbish lousewort (Pedicularis 
furbishiae), orono sedge (Carex oronensis), Wiegand's sedge 
(Carex wiegandii)

Predicted Habitat Loss to Development
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This metric measures how connected or fragmented the land directly surrounding (18 
square miles) the habitat is, this the chart shows the proportion of the habitat in each 
connectedness class.

This chart shows the average age of trees associated with this habitat based on 
forest Inventory data. For non-forested systems or small habitats the average age is 
influenced by the surroundings.

This chart shows the predicted loss of habitat over the next five decades (36,864 
acres) if loss continues at the same rate as 1990-2000. The average rate of loss is 
737 acres per year.

Acadian Low Elevation Spruce-Fir-Hardwood Forest

The average patch size for this habitat is 18 acres and the largest single patch is 
22,000 acres.  This chart shows the proportion of the habitat that is in each patch-
size class.

Habitat Patch Distribution
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Central Hardwood SwampMacrogroup:

Description:

Ecological Setting and Natural Processes:

Similar Habitat Types:

Crosswalk to State Wildlife Action Plans:
Crosswalk to State Name Examples:

State Distribution:

Total Habitat Acreage:

Percent Conserved:

Forested Inland Wetland - Unspecified (CT), Black Gum-Pin 
Oak-Swamp White Oak "Perched" Swamp (MA), Wetlands - 
Forested Wetlands And Bogs (PA), Oak-Pine-Northern 
Hardwood Forest - Valley Clayplain Forest (VT), Red Maple - 
Elm - Lady Fern Silt Forest (NH)

CT, MA, ME, NH, NJ, NY, PA, RI, 
VT

7.5%

81,802

A hardwood forest of upland and wetland species occurring 
in depressions or poorly drained lowlands throughout the 
northern glaciated Midwest and Lower New England.  Pin 
oak dominates in many areas; other common (sometimes 
dominant) trees include swamp white oak, bur oak, black 
gum, sweet gum, and red maple. Areas with more dense 
tree cover have less shrub and herbaceous cover then the 
dense understory associated with more open canopies.  
Buttonbush, winterberry, and alder are typical shrubs; 
various sedges and cinnamon fern are common in the herb 
layer. Composition changes with fluctuating moisture levels.  
It is not known how modeled examples in coastal areas from 
New Jersey to southern Maine (light green) may differ from 
those in interior valleys and depressions (dark green).

Occurs on poorly drained uplands or in depressions 
associated with glacial features such as tillplains, lakeplains 
or outwash plains. Soils often have an impermeable clay 
layer that can create a shallow, perched water table. 
Saturation periods vary, and seasonal drought is possible. 
Flooding, drought and fire can influence system dynamics.

Vegetation and topographic setting of this small patch 
wetland system, which has its core distribution in the 
glaciated Midwest, is similar to that of the Glacial Marine & 
Lake Wet Clayplain Forest, which was the dominant pre-
settlement forest of the Champlain Valley and northwestern 
NY.

Forested Inland Wetland - unspecified (CT), Forested 
Swamps (MA), Hardwood Swamp (NY), Wetlands - Forested 
Wetlands and Bogs (PA), Oak-Pine-Northern Hardwood 
Forest - Valley Clayplain Forest (VT)

North-Central Interior Wet Flatwoods

© Patricia Swain (Massachusetts Division of Fisheries & Wildlife/Natural 

Heritage & Endangered Species Program)
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State

State

Habitat % 

State

 Acreage

GAP 1&2

(acres)

GAP 3

(acres)

Unsecured

(acres)

NY 60% 49,028 868 825 47,335

MA 12% 9,632 454 1,410 7,769

CT 11% 9,283 310 1,141 7,832

NJ 8% 6,289 337 232 5,719

ME 3% 2,790 30 10 2,751

NH 2% 1,964 70 332 1,562

VT 2% 1,766 47 36 1,683

PA 1% 1,049 1 11 1,037

RI 0% 0 0 0 0



Places to Visit this Habitat:

Species of Concern (G1-G4):

Associated Species:

Saratoga National Historical Park | NY
Overpeck County Park | NJ
Great Meadows National Wildlife Refuge | MA
Rogers Island Wildlife Management Area | NY

BIRDS:  barred owl, great crested flycatcher, northern 
waterthrush, veery, wood duck

HERPTILES:  eastern hog-nosed snake, northern leopard frog, 
black racer

PLANTS:  black maple (Acer nigrum), canada moonseed 
(Menispermum canadense), climbing fern (Lygodium palmatum), 
common hackberry (Celtis occidentalis), common sneezeweed 
(Helenium autumnale), cut-leaved evening-primrose (Oenothera 
laciniata), foxtail sedge (Carex alopecoidea), frank's sedge 
(Carex frankii), georgia bulrush (Scirpus georgianus), hairy wild 
rye (Elymus villosus), narrowleaf springbeauty (Claytonia 
virginica), purple cress (Cardamine douglassii), swamp agrimony 
(Agrimonia parviflora)

BIRDS:  American bittern, bald eagle, black rail, cerulean 
warbler

INSECTS:  Brook Snaketail

PLANTS:  Culver's-root (Veronicastrum virginicum), many-fruit 
false-loosestrife (Ludwigia polycarpa)

Predicted Habitat Loss to Development

55,000

60,000

65,000

70,000

75,000

80,000

2010 2020 2030 2040 2050 2060

Decade

A
c
re

a
g

e

Age Class Distribution

0

10

20

30

40

50

1 to
 20

20 to
 40

40 to
 60

60 to
 80

80 to
 100

100 to
 140

Age (Years)

P
e
rc

e
n

t 
o

f 
H

a
b

it
a
t

Habitat Connectedness Index

0

50

100

0 to
 25

25 to
 50

50 to
 75

75 to
 100

Degree of Fragmentation 

(0=Highly Fragmented & 100= Highly Connected)

P
e
rc

e
n

t 
o

f 
H

a
b

it
a
t

This metric measures how connected or fragmented the land directly surrounding (18 
square miles) the habitat is, this the chart shows the proportion of the habitat in each 
connectedness class.

This chart shows the average age of trees associated with this habitat based on 
forest Inventory data. For non-forested systems or small habitats the average age is 
influenced by the surroundings.

This chart shows the predicted loss of habitat over the next five decades (11,076 
acres) if loss continues at the same rate as 1990-2000. The average rate of loss is 
222 acres per year.

North-Central Interior Wet Flatwoods

The average patch size for this habitat is 8 acres and the largest single patch is 219 
acres.  This chart shows the proportion of the habitat that is in each patch-size class.

Habitat Patch Distribution
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© D.J. Evans (New York Natural Heritage Program)

Appendix lists scientific names

Appendix lists scientific names

http://nature.ly/HabitatGuide



Central Oak-PineMacrogroup:

Description:

Ecological Setting and Natural Processes:

Similar Habitat Types:

Crosswalk to State Wildlife Action Plans:
Crosswalk to State Name Examples:

State Distribution:

Total Habitat Acreage:

Percent Conserved:

Upland Woodland And Shrub - Coastal Shrublands (CT), 
Maritime Red Cedar Woodland (DE), Maritime Oak-Holly 
Forest/Woodland (MA), Maritime Forest (MD), Maritime 
Wooded Dune (NH), Coastal Dune Woodland (NJ), Maritime 
Holly Forest (NY), Maritime Woodland  (RI), Maritime Loblolly 
Pine Forest (VA)

CT, DE, MA, MD, ME, NH, NJ, NY, 
RI, VA

20.3%

127,121

A forest-shrubland mosaic encompassing a range of woody 
vegetation on barrier islands, near-coastal strands, and 
bluffs at the outer edge of the coastal plain.  Defined by its 
proximity to maritime environments, and usually species-
poor, the vegetation includes narrow bands of forests or 
woodlands, often featuring stunted trees with contorted 
branches and dense vine layers.  A range of trees may be 
present depending upon location and degree of protection 
from most extreme maritime influences. They may include 
some combination of pines (like pitch, Virginia, loblolly, and 
shortleaf pine) and oaks (scarlet, black, scrub, post) as well 
as eastern red cedar, black cherry, American holly, 
sassafras, and red maple. The shrub layer may be dense; 
the herb layer is often sparse.

Soils are generally fine to coarse sand with some organic 
material mixed into the top layers; there is sometimes a thick 
duff layer. Groundwater levels vary, and have a strong 
influence on vegetation composition and structure. This 
habitat type encompasses both upland and embedded 
wetland environments. Maritime forest vegetation is subject 
to stresses like salt spray, high winds, dune deposition, sand 
shifting and blasting, and occasional overwash.

Maritime forests very often border and interfinger with dune, 
swale and sandy beach habitats. A similar system with more 
southern tree, shrub, and herb species has been described 
for the Central Atlantic Coastal Plain; it ranges south from 
southeast Virginia.

Upland Woodland and Shrub - Coastal Shrublands (CT), 
Beach and Dune Habitats (DE), Upland Forest (MA), 
Maritime Forests and Shrublands (MD), Coastal Hardwoods 
(NY), Forest Habitat - Mixed Forest (VA)

North Atlantic Coastal Plain Maritime Forest

© Robert Coxe (Delaware Species Conservation & Research Program)
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State

State

Habitat % 

State

 Acreage

GAP 1&2

(acres)

GAP 3

(acres)

Unsecured

(acres)

MA 26% 32,935 5,273 4,733 22,930

ME 25% 32,256 1,977 1,198 29,081

NY 24% 29,958 2,755 2,259 24,944

VA 11% 14,061 1,532 663 11,867

RI 6% 7,968 602 1,453 5,913

CT 4% 5,511 990 394 4,127

NJ 1% 1,266 479 85 703

DE 1% 1,233 18 495 721

MD 1% 1,157 593 116 447

NH 1% 774 5 161 608




























































































































