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Macrogroup: Northern Swamp
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Description:
A conifer or mixed conifer-hardwood swamp of poorly
drained acidic substrates throughout central New England
and the Central Appalachians, encompassing a broad range
of basin, seepage, and stream-associated wetland
communities. Hemlock is usually present and may be
dominant. It is often mixed with deciduous wetland trees
such as red maple or black gum. Spruce is rarely present.
Basin swamps tend to be more nutrient-poor than seepage
; A swamps; in some settings, the two occur adjacent to each
ZH;;» P B other with the basin swamp vegetation surrounded by
/ [Habitat occurrences are increased in size when needed for visibility. | seepage swamp vegetation on its upland periphery.
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State Distribution: CT, DC, DE, MA, MD, ME, NH, NJ,
NY, PA, RI, VA, VT, WV

Total Habitat Acreage: 1,505,822 Ecological Setting and Natural Processes:
Percent Conserved: 19.1% Occurs at low to mid elevations (generally <2000 feet) in
State State GAP1&2 GAP3 Unsecured| Poorly drained depressions that may be in proximity to a
State Habitat% Acreage (acres) (acres) (acres) stream. The acidic s'ubstrate is mmeyal soil, oftgn with a
573,190 ’ 41,979 519,097 componen_t of organic muck;_lf peat is present, it usually
272,643 ’ 62,775 196,856 forms a thin layer over the mineral soil rather than a true
213,320 , 42,685 ELROry Peat substrate.
112,088 ) 17,448 88,085
86,025 ) 6,977 60,071
85,981 , 15,884 JAUEE  Similar Habitat Types:
67,734 ' 13,470 s 8 Similar to the Northern Appalachian-Acadian Conifer-
61,849 : 4,633 SR Hardwood Acidic Swamp system, but with vegetation
15,080 2,666 (UEEER  characteristic of a warmer climate. North-Central Interior and
10,235 544 SIEZ8  Appalachian Rich Swamps occur in the same region, but in
4,111 498 SEIY  more enriched hydrologic settings. Small patch poor fens
3,060 180 ZEETA may be embedded within larger wetland complexes of this
358 137 ZAkE  type.
e . I8 crosswalk to State Wildlife Action Plans:
Crosswalk to State Name Examples: Forested Inland Wetland - Red/Black Spruce Swamps (CT),
Acidic Red Maple-Ericaceous Basin Swamp (CT), Red Forested Swamps (MA), Upland Depression Swamps (MD),
Maple/Tussock Sedge Wooded Marsh (DE), Hemlock/Inland Forested wetlands - hardwood swamps (NJ), Mixed
Atlantic White Cedar Swamp (MA), Montane - Piedmont Acidic Hardwood Swamp (NY), Wetlands - Forested Wetlands and
Seepage Swamp (MD), Red Maple - Skunk Cabbage Swamp Bogs (PA), Forested Wetlands - Forested Deciduous
(NH), Inland Red Maple Swamp (NJ), Red Maple-Hardwood Wetland Unspecified (RI), Wetland Habitat - Forested (VA),
Swamp (NY), Red Maple - Mixed Shrub Palustrine Woodland Softwood Swamps - Hemlock Swamp (VT)

(PA), Hemlock/Hardwood Swamp (RI), Central Appalachian
Low-Elevation Acidic Seepage Swamp (VA), Red Maple-White
Pine-Huckleberry Swamp (VT)



Places to Visit this Habitat:

Pachaug State Forest | CT

Douglas State Forest | MA

Great Swamp National Wildlife Refuge | NJ
Stewart State Forest | NY

Delaware State Forest | PA

Associated Species: Appendix lists scientific names

BIRDS: blue-headed vireo, great-crested flycatcher, green
heron, green-winged teal, northern waterthrush, veery, wood
duck, yellow-bellied flycatcher

MAMMALS: black bear, golden mouse, northern flying squirrel,
snowshoe hare

HERPTILES: spotted turtle

INSECTS: arctic skipper, belted whiteface, boreal bluet,
common sanddragon, emerald spreadwing, great blue skimmer,
harlequin darner

PLANTS: bog rosemary (Andromeda polifolia), boreal bog
sedge (Carex magellanica), bushy cinquefoil (Potentilla
paradoxa), canada lily (Lilium canadense), common labrador tea
(Ledum groenlandicum), creeping snowberry (Gaultheria
hispidula), hairy hedge-nettle (Stachys pilosa), smooth
gooseberry (Ribes hirtellum), swamp dock (Rumex verticillatus),
sweet bayberry (Myrica gale)

Species of Concern (G1-G4): Appendix lists scientific names
BIRDS: loggerhead shrike, olive-sided flycatcher

INSECTS: Amber-winged spreadwing, attenuated bluet, bog
elfin, bog oligia, broad-lined catopyrrha, chain fern corer moth,
macrochilo louisiana, northern brocade moth, white corporal

PLANTS: Collins' sedge (Carex collinsii), dwarf azalea
(Rhododendron atlanticum), golden puccoon (Lithospermum
caroliniense), incurved umbrella-sedge (Cyperus aristatus),
many-fruit false-loosestrife (Ludwigia polycarpa), mitchell's
sedge (Carex mitchelliana), tall beakrush (Rhynchospora
macrostachya), tall bentgrass (Agrostis altissima)

North-Central Appalachian Acidic Swamp
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Patch Size Classes

The average patch size for this habitat is 4 acres and the largest single patch is
2,811 acres. This chart shows the proportion of the habitat that is in each patch-size
class.
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Age (Years)

This chart shows the average age of trees associated with this habitat based on
forest Inventory data. For non-forested systems or small habitats the average age is
influenced by the surroundings.

Predicted Habitat Loss to Development
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This chart shows the predicted loss of habitat over the next five decades (104,239
acres) if loss continues at the same rate as 1990-2000. The average rate of loss is
2,085 acres per year.
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Degree of Fragmentation
(0=Highly Fragmented & 100= Highly Connected)

This metric measures how connected or fragmented the land directly surrounding (18
square miles) the habitat is, this the chart shows the proportion of the habitat in each
connectedness class.
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