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Macrogroup: Wet Meadow / Shrub Marsh
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Description:

A shrub-dominated swamp or wet meadow on mineral soils
characteristic of the glaciated Northeast and scattered areas
southward. Examples often occur in association with lakes
and ponds or streams, and can be small and solitary pockets
or, more often, part of a larger wetland complex. The habitat
can have a patchwork of shrub and herb dominance. Typical
species include willow, red-osier dogwood, alder,
buttonbush, meadowsweet, bluejoint grass, tall sedges, and
rushes. Trees are generally absent or thinly scattered.
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State Distribution: CT, DE, MA, MD, ME, NH, NJ, NY,
PA, RI, VA, VT, WV

Total Habitat Acreage: 990,077

Percent Conserved: 25.5%
State State GAP 1&2
State Habitat % Acreage (acres)
30% 297,075 11,928
30% 293,979 59,329 38,332
8% 76,718 4358 17,980
16,148 9,221
12,416

Ecological Setting and Natural Processes:
Shrub swamps and wet meadows are associated with lakes
and ponds and along headwater and larger streams where
the water level does not fluctuate greatly. They are
commonly flooded for part of the growing season but
generally do not have standing water throughout the season.
This is a dynamic system that may return to marsh in beaver-
impounded areas or succeed to wooded swamp with
sediment accumulation or water subsidence.

GAP 3
(acres)

39,478

Unsecured
(acres)
245,668
196,318
54,380
42,983
43,723
35,350
37,121
32,696
3% 29,043 1,395 10,655 16,993
2% 23,347 1,741 3,387 18,219
1% 11,617 1,182 2,441 7,994
1% 5,130 497 1,390 3,244
0% 2,928 29 320 2,579

7% 68,351
6% 59,721 3,582
4% 42,135 989 5,797
4% 40,237 574 2,543
4% 39,797 2,410 4,691

Similar Habitat Types:

Most often occurs with Laurentian-Acadian Freshwater
Marsh, acidic or circumneutral forested swamps, peatlands,
and floodplain vegetation in large, diverse complexes.

Crosswalk to State Wildlife Action Plans:

Shrub Inland Wetland - Shrub Thickets (CT), Marshes and
Wet Meadows - Wet Meadow (MA), Emergent Marsh and

Crosswalk to State Name Examples:
Shrub Inland Wetland - Shrub Thickets (CT), Eastern Tussock

Sedge Meadow (DE), Shrub Swamp (MA), Shrub Swamp (MD),

Mixed Graminoid - Shrub Marsh (ME), Mixed Tall Graminoid -
Scrub-Shrub Marsh (NH), Streamside/Lakeside Shrub Swamp
(NJ), Sedge Meadow/Shrub Swamp (NY), Tussock Sedge
Marsh (PA), Shrub Swamp (RI), Ridge And Valley Calcareous
Spring Marsh (VA), Sedge Meadow (VT)

Wet Meadows (ME), Marsh and Shrub Wetlands (NH),
Forested wetlands - scrub-shrub (NJ), Wet Meadow/Shrub
Swamp (NY), Wetlands - Scrub/Shrub Swamps (PA),
Emergent Wetlands - Emergent Marsh Shallow/ Wet
Meadow (RI), Marshes and Sedge Meadows - Sedge
Meadow (VT)



Places to Visit this Habitat:

Redden State Forest | DE

Chesapeake Forest Lands | MD

Wharton State Forest | NJ

Debar Mountain Wild Forest | NY

Canaan Valley National Wildlife Refuge | WV

Associated Species: Appendix lists scientific names

BIRDS: alder flycatcher, american woodcock, common
yellowthroat, least bittern, nashville warbler, northern
waterthrush, ruddy duck, sedge wren, swamp sparrow,
tennessee warbler, veery, wilson’s warbler, wilson's snipe, yellow
warbler

MAMMALS: eastern cottontail, meadow jumping mouse, new
england cottontail, northern bog lemming, northern short-tailed
shrew, raccoon, smoky shrew, snowshoe hare, southern bog
lemming, star-nosed mole, virginia possum, water shrew

HERPTILES: blue-spotted salamander, northern leopard frog,
ribbon snake, spotted turtle

PLANTS: northern adder's-tongue (Ophioglossum pusillum),
auricled twayblade (Listera auriculata), greater marsh-bellflower
(Campanula uliginosa), swamp birch (Betula pumila), swamp
lousewort (Pedicularis lanceolata)

Species of Concern (G1-G4): Appendix lists scientific names

BIRDS: american bittern, black tern, rusty blackbird, three-toed
woodpecker

MAMMALS: southern bog lemming

HERPTILES: Blanding's turtle, bog turtle, jefferson salamander,
pine barrens treefrog, wood turtle

INSECTS: Clayton's copper butterfly, comet darner, don
skipper, ebony boghaunter, elderberry long-horned beetle,
helicta satyr, incurvate emerald, mottled darner, mulberry wing,
tomah mayfly

PLANTS: bead pinweed (Lechea pulchella), branching bur-reed
(Sparganium androcladum), Long's bulrush (Scirpus longii),
Ogden's pondweed (Potamogeton ogdenii), Pursh's goldenrod
(Solidago uliginosa), stout smartweed (Polygonum robustius),
Walter's paspalum (Paspalum dissectum)
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Patch Size Classes

The average patch size for this habitat is 4 acres and the largest single patch is
1,460 acres. This chart shows the proportion of the habitat that is in each patch-size
class.
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This chart shows the average age of trees associated with this habitat based on
forest Inventory data. For non-forested systems or small habitats the average age is
influenced by the surroundings.
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This chart shows the predicted loss of habitat over the next five decades (26,569
acres) if loss continues at the same rate as 1990-2000. The average rate of loss is
531 acres per year.
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Degree of Fragmentation
(0=Highly Fragmented & 100= Highly Connected)

This metric measures how connected or fragmented the land directly surrounding (18
square miles) the habitat is, this the chart shows the proportion of the habitat in each
connectedness class.
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