Central Appalachian Pine-Oak Rocky Woodland
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|Habgat accurrences are mcreased In size when needed for visivilty |

State Distribution: CT, DC, DE, MA, MD, ME, NH, NJ,
NY, PA, RI, VA, VT, WV

Total Habitat Acreage: 566,276
Percent Conserved: 38.4%
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Crosswalk to State Name Examples:
Subacidic Rocky Summit/Outcrop (CT), Ridgetop Pitch
Pine/Scrub Oak (MA), Montane Pine - Oak Woodland (MD),
Oak - Pine Woodland (ME), Appalachian Oak - Pine Rocky
Ridge (NH), Ridgetop Pitch Pine-Scrub Oak Forest (NJ), Pitch
Pine-Oak-Heath Rocky Summit (NY), Pitch Pine - Scrub Oak
Woodland (PA), Central Appalachian Xeric Chestnut Oak -
Virginia Pine Woodland (VA), Pitch Pine-Oak-Heath Rocky
Summit (VT), Dry Rocky Pine/Oak Forests And Woodlands
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Macrogroup: Central Oak-Pine

© Elizabeth Thompson (Vermont Land Trust)

Description:

A mixed forest or woodland of pitch pine and/or Virginia pine
mixed with dry-site oaks (primarily scrub oak, scarlet oak,
and chestnut oak). Red pine and shortleaf pine may also
occur. Some areas have a fairly well-developed heath shrub
layer; a graminoid herb layer dominated by Pennsylvania
sedge, poverty grass, and common hairgrass may be more
prominent in others. The vegetation is patchy, with
woodland as well as open portions, or even sparse cover on
dry rocky hilltops and outcrops.

Ecological Setting and Natural Processes:

This forest occurs as relatively small patches on exposed
ridgetops, hilltops and outcrops, at elevations ranging up to
about 4000 feet. The substrate rock is granitic or other acidic
lithology, including traprock in New England. Conditions are
dry, and soils are thin and nutrient-poor. This system
experiences moderately intense fires naturally every 5 to 25
years; fire history largely determines the vegetation character
of individual occurrences.

Similar Habitat Types:

Patches of this habitat are most often on exposed sites
within larger occurrences of Central Appalachian Dry Oak-
Pine Forest. Overlaps with Northern Appalachian-Acadian
Rocky Heath Outcrop at the northern end of its range, but
lacks spruce and some other northern species. Oakier than
Southern Appalachian Montane Pine Forest and Woodland,
and without table mountain pine.

Crosswalk to State Wildlife Action Plans:
Unique and Man-Made - Traprock Ridges (CT), Rocky Cliffs,
Ridgetops, Talus Slopes, and Other Similar Habitats (MA),
Early Successional Forests - Shrub-dominated natural
communities (MD), Dry Woodlands and Barrens (ME), Talus
Slopes and Rocky Ridges - Rocky Ridges (NH), Upland
forests - mixed deciduous-coniferous forest (NJ), Oak-Pine
Forest (NY), Deciduous/Mixed Forest (upland) (PA),
Thicket/Shrub Habitats - Naturally occurring barrens (PA),
Forest Habitat - Mixed Forest (VA), Oak-Pine-Northern
Hardwood Forest - Pitch Pine-Oak-Heath Rocky Summit
(VT), Dry Rocky Pine/Oak Forests and Woodlands (WY)



Places to Visit this Habitat:

Savage River State Forest | MD

Harriman State Park | NY

Bald Eagle State Forest | PA

George Washington and Jefferson National Forest | VA
Monongahela National Forest | WV

Associated SpeCieS: Appendix lists scientific names

BIRDS: black-and-white warbler, broad-winged hawk, ovenbird,
pine warbler, prairie warbler, scarlet tanager, summer tanager
(south), wood thrush, worm-eating warbler

MAMMALS: bobcat

HERPTILES: blue-spotted salamander, coal skink, black-bellied
salamander, eastern box turtle, eastern hog-nosed snake,
eastern rat snake, fence lizard, five-lined skink, four-toed
salamander, marbled salamander, northern copperhead

PLANTS: ledge spike-moss (Selaginella rupestris), mountain
laurel (Kalmia latifolia), mountain sandwort (Minuartia
groenlandica), new jersey tea (Ceanothus americanus), northern
blazingstar (Liatris scariosa), purple clematis (Clematis
occidentalis), scarlet oak (Quercus coccinea, scrub oak
(Quercus ilicifolia), yellow false foxglove (Aureolaria pedicularia)

Species of Concern (G1-G4): Appendix lists scientific names

BIRDS: cerulean warbler, peregrine falcon, eastern whip-poor-
will

MAMMALS: allegheny woodrat, appalachian cottontail, eastern
small-footed myotis, kittatiny red-backed vole, long-tailed shrew,
northern myotis, southern flying squirrel

HERPTILES: big levels salamander, green salamander,
jefferson salamander, timber rattlesnake, white-spotted
salamander

INSECTS: aureolaria seed borer, barrens chaetaglaea, barrens
itame, barrens xylotype, blueberry sallow, edward's hairstreak,
Gerhard's underwing moth, northern barrens tiger beetle, oblique
zale, pine-devil moth, pink sallow, red-winged sallow, similar
underwing, sleepy duskywing, southern pine sphinx, the
buckmoth
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Patch Size Classes

The average patch size for this habitat is 7 acres and the largest single patch is
1,202 acres. This chart shows the proportion of the habitat that is in each patch-size
class.

Age Class Distribution
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This chart shows the average age of trees associated with this habitat based on
forest Inventory data. For non-forested systems or small habitats the average age is
influenced by the surroundings.

Predicted Habitat Loss to Development
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This chart shows the predicted loss of habitat over the next five decades (9,984
acres) if loss continues at the same rate as 1990-2000. The average rate of loss is
200 acres per year.

Habitat Connectedness Index
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Degree of Fragmentation
(0=Highly Fragmented & 100= Highly Connected)

This metric measures how connected or fragmented the land directly surrounding (18
square miles) the habitat is, this the chart shows the proportion of the habitat in each
connectedness class.
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