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Data Sources: USFWSNational Wetlands Inventory (NWI 2013), NOAAC-CAP
SoutheastRegion2010-EraLandCover,USGSandNCStateUniversitySEGAPLand
Cover (2010), NOAAEnvironmentalSensitivity Index (ESI,2013), FNAIFlorida
CooperativeLandCoverMap (v 2.3, 2012), FLFWRIMangroves(2011), FLFWRI
TidalFlats(2009), GADNRCoastalLandCover(2009), andNCDENRDCMWetland
Mapping(1999).

Years: 1999-2013

Dataset Description & Methods Overview: The tidal wetlands dataset was
created to characterizethe extent of tidal wetland habitats within the South
Atlantic Bight Marine Assessmentproject area. SABMAfocusedon coastaltidal
wetlandswhichweredefinedto includeSaltMarsh,TidalFreshwaterMarsh,Tidal
Forest (e.g. Cypress-Tupelo Swamps, Mangroves and ExposedTidal Barren
Limestone),Tidal Flats, EstuarineBeachesand Ocean Beaches. The National
Wetlands Inventory (NWI) is the base data for this dataset. NWI codes were
groupedinto different habitat typesusingthe SeaLevelAffectingMarshesModel,
version6 (SLAMM)classificationsystem. Theageof the NWI data variesacross
the regionandefforts weremadeto fill datagapsby cross-referencingwith newer
national and regionaldata sources(e.g. SE- GAP)and incorporatingstate-based
datasets. In somecases,state-basedresourcedata was substituted for the NWI
(e.g. Mangroves and ocean beaches in Florida). The various datasets were
processedandmergedinto a singledataset.

For each CSU, the total area (ha) of ocean beach was calculated using the spatially 
explicit tidal wetland data described above and in the SABMA coastal chapter 
(Conley et al. 2017). The following process was used to score the CSUs for ocean 
beach habitat. 
1. Top Ranked (highest value) by CSU type and subregion= 3 points

- Required a minimum rank-based z-score of "average"
2. Regionally Important 

- "Above average" regional rank-based z-score = 2 points
- "Slightly above average" regional rank-based z-score = 1 point

*Seefinal report andmetadatafor detailedmethodsandmore information.
For Questions Please Contact: eScience@tnc.org
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